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•• Italy than send him to be bored to death on board a vessel blockaded in Toulon harbour.' My father had been for the moment captivated by Captain Sibille's proposal, but was too clear-sighted to fail to see the force of Mme. Barairon's arguments. He turned to me saying, c Well, will you come to ftaly with me and serve in the army ?' I threw my arms round his neck and accepted with joy. My mother was equally glad, for she had been opposed to my father's fir»st plan.
There was then no c Ecole militaire,5 and the only way to enter the army was in the ranks. My father took me straight to the office of the first arrondissement in the Place Beauvau and enlisted me in the 1st Regiment of Hussars (the old ' BerchenyJ), which formed part of the division which he was about to command in Italy. This was September 3, 1799. He next took me to the tailor who supplied the Ministry of War with patterns and ordered for me a complete uniform and equipment. So I was actually a hussar; I was beside myself with joy. My joy was, however, alloyed by the thought that it would increase the vexation of my brother Adolphe, who was two years older than I and was still stuck at the college like a child. I decided that I would tell him of my enlistment and at the same moment inform him that I was going to spend in his company the month which would pass before my departure. I therefore begged my father to allow me to settle myself near Adolphe at Sainte-Barbe until the day when we should have to set out for Italy. He understood the motive of my request and approved it. The next day he took me himself. You may imagine my entry into the college ! It was recreation time, but all games ceased on the spot, and the pupils, old and young, crowded round me, contending for the honour of touching my accoutrements. The hussar had a complete success. When the day of my departure came I took leave of my mother and my three brothers with grief, tempered though it was by my delight at entering on the career of arms.name and services would be sure to make him welcome.   She ended by saying, ' It would be better for you to take him toises; he was a brave soldier, and, as a general, good at executing distinctavourite field sports.
